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stories, were the first tangible recompense my e
! pen brought me. o ;
¢ “Tt is a start, and T mean to keep on,” I find |
' written in my old journal of that year. "(A)}'., |
; I wonder if I shall ever be able to do anything
i worth while in the way of writing. It is my
{ dearest ambition.”
After leaving Prince of Wales College {T

taught school for a year in Bideford, Prince -
ward Island. I wrote a good deal and learned
a good deal, but still my stuff came back, except
from two periodicals the editors of which
! evidently thought that literature was its own : 7 K. . =
reward, and quite independent of monetary A . 4 F
considerations. I often wonder that I di_d not / ,
; give up in utter discouragement. At first I
i used to feel dreadfully hurt when a story or poem
over which I had laboured and ag«»niz.cd came
back, with one of those icy little rejection .shpa
Tears of disappointment wounld come in spite of
myself, as T crept away to hide the poor, crimpled
manuscript in the depths of my trunk.. But
: after a while I got hardened to it and did not
mind. I only set my teeth and said “I will
succeed.” I believed in myself and I struggled
on alone, in secrecy and silence, I never told
my ambitions and efforts and failures to any one.
Down, deep down, under all discouragement and
rebuff, T knew I would “arrive” some day.
¢ In the autumn of 1895 I went to Halifax and
spent the winter taking a selected course in
English literature at Dalhousie College. Through
the winter came a “Big Week” for me. On
~ Monday I received a letter from Golden Days,
{ a Philadelphia juvenile, accepting a short
' story I had sent there and enclosing a cheque
for five dollars. It was the first money my pen
had ever earned; I did not squ?ndcr it in
riotous living, neither did I invest it in necessary
boots and gloves. I went up town and bought
five volumes of poetry with it—Tennyson,
Byron, Milton, Longfellow, Whittier. I wanted
something I could keep for ever in memory of
baving “arrived.”
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and

{ ON Wednesday of the same week I won the
prize of five dollars offered by the Halifax
Evening Mail for the best letter on the subject,
“Which has the greater patience—man or
woman?

My letter was in the form of some verses,
which I had composed during a sleepless night
and got up at three o’clock in the wee sma’ hours
to write down. On Saturday the Youth's
Companion sent me a cheque for twelve dollars
for a poem. I really felt quite bloated with so
much wealth. Never in my life, before or since

! have I been so rich!

After my Dalhousie winter T taught school
for two more years. In those two years I
wrote scores of stories, generally for Sunday
School publications and juvenile periodicals.

¢ e The following entry from my journal refers to
{ this period:

: *I have grubbed away industriously all this
i summer and ground out stories and verses on
1 days so hot that I feared my very marrow
! would melt and my gray matter be hopelessly
sizzled up. But oh, I love my work! I love
spinning stories, and I love to sit by the window
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of my room and shape some ‘airy fairy’ fancy
into verse. I have got on well this summer and
added several new journals to my list. They are
a varied assortment, and their separate tastes
all have to be catered to. I write a great many
juvenile stories. I like doing these, but I should
like it better if T didn’t have to drag a ‘moral’
into most of them. They won’t sell without it,
as a rule. So in the moral must go, broad or
subtle, as suits the fibre of the particular editor
I have in view. The kind of juvenile story I
like best to write—and read, too, for the matter
of that—is a good, jolly one, ““art for art’s sake,”
; or rather “fun for fun’s sake,” with no insidious
moral hidden away in it like a pill in a spoonful
of jam!”

!t_ was not always hot weather when T was
writing. During one of those winters of school
teaching I boarded in a very cold farmhouse.
In the evenings, after a day of strenuous school
work, T would be too tired to write, So 1 reli-
giously arose an hour earlier in the mornings
fgr that purpose. For five months I got up at
six o'clock and dressed by lamplight. The fires
would not yet be on, of course, and the house
would be very cold. But I would put on a heavy
coat, sit on my feet to keep them from freezing,
and with fingers so cramped that T could scarcely
hold the pen, I would write my “stunt” for the
day. Sometlme_s it would be a poem in which
I would carol blithely of blue skies and rippling
brooks and flowery meads! Then I would thaw
out my hands, eat breakfast and g0 to school.

\\Jmn people say to me, as they occasionally
do, “Oh, how I envy you your gift, how I wish
I could write as you do,” I am inclined to
wonder, with some inward amusement, how
much t}:ey would _have envied me on those dark,
cold, winter mornings of my apprenticeship.

(To be continued.)

WHAT HE REQUIRED

Some time back 2 gentleman advertised for an
hostler, and mentioned that a returned soldier
wou!d be prefered. Soon a hard-faced fellow
put in an appearance seeking the billet,

“Do you smoke?”” asked the gentleman,

“No,” was the reply,

“Swear?”

“ NO-"

‘S‘Age yol:x ta member of the Church ?

eeing that an answer in the affirmative was
required, the other said he was, ek e

But when the gentleman asked, “Are you a
total abstainer?” it was rather too close
quarters for the returned hero,

“Look ’ere, mister,” he said, ““strike me if
yer knows wot yer want. You hadvertised for
an ’ostler, but you bloomin’ well wants a hark-
angel, that’s what yer wants,” and walked away
in disgust,

OU can have this real 5 horse-power auto-
mobile with an air cooled 4 cycle

gasoline engine thatcan’tbe beat. Thisis the
Canadianboy'scycle carand it's yours free, besides

a crackerjack guaranteed watch in the bargain.

If you have ever wanted an automobile, now is
your chance to get onefor nothing, This carisjust
big enough for

hasartillerywheels aud solid

rubber tires, steering gear and wheel, two kinds
of brakes, starting crank, upholstered seat, tool
box, tools, cone clutch. It will run 75 miles
on one gallon of gasoline, This is the real thing
Aor real live boy, and besides the great auto

we are going to give you a dandy guaranteed
watch that any boy would be proud to own.

If you think you are a live boy and not afraid
to run a real automobile, just send us your name
and address. We want you to help us advertise
and increase the demand torour new great house«
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greatest fixer of broken china. Saves housekeep-
ers thousands of dollars annually by repairing ex-
pensive broken china, no matter how badly
smashed. CHINA-MEND put up in handsome

t!
and the automobile {s
another cent's worth
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2 ware. You can't fail. Ifyou
do, you can return the goods to us and we will
pay you for the work you have done. Ouragents
are earning stores of valuable premiums sellin

CHINA-MEND. We will send you post-puié

and trust vou with only 40 PACKAGES T
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If you live on a farm, or if you are interested
in anyone who lives on a farm you will want
to see a copy of the New Canadian Farm
Magazine—Rural Canada for Women. Great
Canadian National Farm Magazine edited ex-
clusively for all Canadian farm people.

Single copies are 1oc. and the subscription
price is $1.00 per year, but for this month we
will send a specimen copy to anyone on receipt
of two 2c stamps, only 4c, which merely covers
the postage. Address RURAL CANADA
FOR WOMEN, 62 Temperance St., Toronto.

97 Piece
Dinner Set

and lovely
Silverware
GivenTo You

OU can secure without a
penny of cost this magni.
ficent complete 97-piece
English Dinner Service and a
lovely set of half-dozen Wm. A,
gers poons, Each di

%ravy boat, pickle dish, and a salad bowl,

service is guaranteed full size for family use, {ts 97 pieces comprising 12 cu

> s and 12 saucers, 12 tea plates, 12 dinner
plates, 12 bread and butter plates, 12 soup plates, 12 sauce dishes, 2 platters, 2 oval covered vegetable dishes, a cream jug, covered sugar bowl, a

It is handsomely decorated in rich floral design and will surely delight the most fastidious housekeeper.

he beautiful set of Teaspoons are in the famous Wm., A. Rogers French Carnation design with French grey handles and brightly polished bowlge

Wi determined t - gur WOnderful $ifer

e are ned to establish a national t. . Ed 's Famous
Life Bundinﬁ Blood Tonic and Nerve Pill;oar:l :Sg:p:tr{lonn or At e
resentatives in all parts of Canada who will help us by int;

edy to their friends and neighbors. That is why we offer to give away these magaifi-

cent premiums,

£ n? expense to secure rep-
.

cing this famous rem-

Carnation French
Canadian Teaspoons
GenuineWm.A.Rogers make
—the most beautiful pattern
ever seen. These magnifi.
cent spoons will delight any
housekeeper and they are
guaranteed to give every sat.

isfaction in wear.

We pay all delivery charges on these Grand Premiums

every purchaser o

Will you sell just 12 boxes among your friends
at only 25c. per box?

You can easily do this because every one you know will be #lad to learn of this
grand remedy. Itis one of the world’s best known prescriptions, a tried and proven
rezaedy for weak and impure blood, nervousness, indigestion, constipation and
2 i In all run down conditions of the system it will be found a grand blood
builder and revitalizer, and as a general tonic for blood and nerves it has no equal.

Send No Money—Just send your name and address to-day and we will send

the 12 boxes postage paid. You will be able to sell them quickly and easily becausa

a box can obtain a beautiful gift of fine silverware from us free.

Then return our money, only $3.00, and we will promptly send you, all delivery
charges paid, the beautiful set of and the hand

dinner set you can also

receive without selling any more goods by simply showing your fine reward among
your friends and getting only six of them to sell our goods and earn our fine preme
iums as you did. - 'We pay all delivery charges right to your door.

REMEMBER YOU TAKE NO RISK. You do not spend a cent of your own
money. We trust you with our goods until sold and if for any reason you cannot
sell them we will take them back and give you beautiful premiums or pay you a big
cash commission on the quantity you do sell. Write to-day if you wish to take ad-
vantage of this liberal offer. It gives you the opportunity «f a life-time. Address X26

|| The International Mfg. €o., Dept. 2

Toronto, Ont.




